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Notes from the Inkwell
Found, Made, and Beloved Objects
If this show has a bit of a 70’s feel, you can blame me and my sentimentality. 
Winnie-the-Pooh was one of my first favorites, in many forms. I, of course, had 
a stuffed model, as well as all of the books. My father, a local star of the piano bar 
scene in Chicago, often fit Kenny Loggin’s “House at Pooh Corner” into his set list, 
just for me. (Yes, I spent a lot of time in bars as a child. Explains a lot.)

So, when the first of A.A. Milne’s Pooh books came into public domain in 2022, it 
was one of the easiest Walking Play season decisions I’ve ever made. I mean, what 
could be a more perfect “Hundred Acre Wood” than our own beautiful Arboretum?

As I set about adapting the stories for our show, I began thinking about the role 
that things like stuffed animals and books play in our early days. In tales like The 
Velveteen Rabbit, we see how objects that are beloved develop a soul, just through 
the mere act of being loved. In our adventures, I decided on a coming-of-age angle 
for our Christopher; a young man procrastinating, finding solace with his friends, 
while also pondering how all of the “imaginationing” he’s done may serve him, as 
time marches stubbornly onward.

In truth, A.A. Milne did base many of the woodland characters off of the 
stuffed toys his son played with as a child. (Although, for some really fascinating 
background, do a little internet dive into how his son actually felt about being 
assigned the celebrity status of “Christopher Robin”.)

When it came to objects found and made, this show is full of them. It just seemed 
the natural thing to take a more child-like, hand-made approach to the props and 
costumes. I often felt like a kid myself again, hands covered in paint and glue. My 
house looked like an explosion in the clearance aisle of a craft store, for many 
weeks. Every thrift-store employee in a 40-mile radius knew me by name. It was 
great fun.

Through this incredibly joyful process, our show itself has become a beloved object, 
made by myself and this lovely, extraordinary talented cast. My hope is it will be 
something you find at the very moment you need to see it and it will give you as 
much joy as we all had in creating it.

Lara



Back to Its Illustrious Roots
You’ll notice that the costuming for our show isn’t necessarily the familiar ones 
you’ve seen in the past. Why? Well, first of all D***** would sue us. And more 
importantly, part of what we do at Inkwell is try to find some of the original soul and 
spirit of each story and honor those who originally conceived it.

A.A. Milne set the stories in England and so we immediately returned to Ashdown 
Forest for our setting. This definitely helped shape our “country gentleman”, 
professorial, jaunty Pooh bear. Ashdown Forest is  even affectionately known 
as “Pooh Country” and “Winnie the Pooh Forest” and there are fun walks and 
overnight stays where you can immerse yourself in the original setting. Yes, please!

The original illustrations were created by Ernest “E.H.” Shepard. I personally love 
the original sketches and subsequent colored illustrations and used those as a 
starting point. If you look closely, you’ll see the stripes on Piglet’s green romper. In 
some cases, we did go our own way, such as our punk, emo, goth Eeyore.

AA Milne and Christopher Robin, 1926

E.H. Shepard



Alyssa Frewen (KANGA) [She/Her] is a Chicago-
based actor, educator, and lifelong lover of Winnie 
The Pooh—and is so excited to be celebrating these 
stories here at the Morton Arboretum! Alyssa 
recently graduated from Florida Atlantic University, 
where she earned her MFA in Acting. She also holds 
a BFA in Musical Theatre from The Chicago College 
of Performing Arts at Roosevelt University. Some 
favorite credits include The Illusion (Elicia/Lyse/
Clarina), Lady Windermere’s Fan (Mrs. Erlynne), and 

Brighton Beach Memoirs (Kate). When not onstage, Alyssa teaches at the Goddard 
School in Darien. Lots of love and gratitude to her family (and especially Mom)!

Jeffrey Edwards (ROO) [He/Him] is excited for his 
first live theater performances! His energetic and 
outgoing personality is a great match for his character 
Roo in Winnie the Pooh. Jeffrey has a recurring role 
on the tv show 61 st Street (AMC) and can also be 
seen on Chicago Med (NBC), the short film Phyl, 
and commercials for Walmart and Disney. Jeffrey is 
an 8-year-old from Chicago who loves baseball, Percy 
Jackson books, and running around outdoors. He is 
grateful for big sister Audrey who helps him with his 

acting, Paonessa Talent, and the rest of his family for their support!

Audrey Edwards (RABBIT/COSTUME ASSISTANT) 
[She/Her] is excited to make her debut at the Morton 
Arboretum! Audrey’s theatre credits include the lead 
role of Matilda in Matilda the Musical at Drury Lane 
Theatre, Sound of Music (Marriott Theatre), The 
Wizard of Oz (Paramount Theatre), The Audience 
(TimeLine Theatre), The Year I Didn’t Go to School 
(Chicago Children’s Theatre), and the Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever (Provision Theater). Audrey is a 
15-year-old from Chicago who enjoys designing and 

sewing costumes, singing, and reading. Thanks to Lara Filip for this incredibly fun 
opportunity, and to Paonessa Talent, friends, and family for their support!



Henry Lombardo (CHRISTOPHER ROBIN) [He/
Him] is a vocal student at Merit School of Music 
Alice S. Pfaelzer Conservatory program. Select 
performance credits include Macbeth, The Magic 
Flute and Luisa Miller (Lyric Opera of Chicago)  A 
Christmas Carol (Goodman Theatre), An Inspector 
Calls (Chicago Shakespeare Theater), Future Perfect 
( Bellissima Opera), NINE the Musical (BrightSide 
Theatre), The Christmas Foundling (The Buena 
at Pride Arts Center), Spirit Week Assembly: No 

PDA and Play Hooky (The Second City). Lombardo regularly performs in choral 
ensembles, including The Beautiful City Project, Lyric Opera Stage Artists and the 
children’s chorus of the Joffrey Ballet’s production, The Nutcracker. He has been 
seen in tv commercials for Casey’s General Store, Camping World, Empire Today, 
and in several short films. Lombardo also studies tap dancing, piano, drums, and 
violin.

Soren Martin (RABBIT’S RELATION/U.S. 
CHRISTOPHER ROBIN/OWL) [He/Him] a high 
school junior, is entering his fifth year of acting and 
has loved every minute of it. He’s played Eddie in 
Sister Act and brayed his way through A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream as Bottom. He’ll be playing Dr. 
Sanderson in the Lisle High School production of 
Harvey later this fall, so he’s definitely living 2022 on 
the bunny side of life. 

Jack Morsovillo (OWL) [He/Him] is thrilled to be a 
part of this incredibly fun show! Recent credits include 
Bottom in A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Midsommer 
Flight), Rosencrantz/Gravedigger in Hamlet (Invictus 
Theatre), and Hershel in Hershel and Hanukkah 
Goblins (Strawdog Theatre). He has also worked with 
Bramble Theatre, Metropolis PAC, and Promethean 
Theatre Ensemble. Jack is a graduate of North Central 
College in Naperville, Illinois. He would love to thank 
Lara and the amazing team behind Winnie the Pooh, 

the amazing group of actors who inspire him daily, and especially his family and 
Ebby for their unwavering support and love.



Lya Nabwangu (RABBIT’S RELATION/U.S. 
POOH/RABBIT) [She/Her] is excited to be back 
at the Arboretum for her second Walking Play, after 
performing in A Walk With Joy over the summer. Her 
other favorite role was Donkey in Shrek, Jr. and she 
has loved participating in the Junior Theater Festival in 
Sacramento, CA. She studies musical theater, voice, 
and tap at Ovation Academy for the Performing Arts 
in Oak Park. In her free time, she enjoys sewing, bike 
riding and spending time with friends.

Clara Soto (RABBIT’S RELATION/U.S. PIGLET/
ROO) [She/Her] is thrilled for her professional debut 
as one of Rabbit’s Relations in Winnie the Pooh at 
the Morton Arboretum! Clara’s theatre experience 
includes Donkey in Shrek the Musical, Ms. Hannigan 
in Annie, and Rebel in Miley Chase the Science Ace, 
all directed and produced by Ovation Academy in Oak 
Park, Illinois. Clara is a 12-year-old who enjoys singing, 
dancing, playing softball, and making jewelry. Thanks 
to Lara for this exciting and encouraging opportunity, 

Ragan Hughes of Ovation Academy, and family and friends for their support!

Jojo Nabwangu (PIGLET) [She/Her] is ten years old, 
and overjoyed to be in Winnie the Pooh. She loves 
acting and has been performing at Ovation Academy 
for the Performing Arts since she was five. Other than 
musical theater she enjoys violin, soccer, playing with 
friends, and shopping in downtown Oak Park. Her 
favorite roles have been Aurthur in Flat Stanley, Gingy 
in Shrek, and Tinkerbell in Peter Pan.

Margaret Rogers (RABBIT’S RELATION/U.S. 
KANGA) [She/Her] is excited to be a part of such 
a fun and energetic production! Recent credits: The 
Lightning Thief (Steele Beam Theatre), Rapunzel, 
Alice in Wonderland (Chicago Kids Company), 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Nine in Concert, Joseph... 
Dreamcoat (Brightside Theatre), Little Red Riding 
Hood, James and the Giant Peach, Beauty and 
the Beast (Alphabet Soup Productions), Princess 
Performer (Windy City Wishes). Proud Alumna of 

University of Minnesota. All my love to my family and friends! @itsme_margaret



Tekla Schreiner Witte (WINNIE-THE-POOH) 
[She/Her] is proud to be making her Morton 
Arboretum debut. Chicago credits include Future 
Perfect (Bellissima Opera). Tekla has performed 
with both Ovation Academy and Bravo Performing 
Arts in her hometown of Oak Park, most recently 
as a female Captain Hook in Peter Pan. When she’s 
not performing her heart out, she’s probably reading 
her new favorite book or bouncing on a friend’s 
trampoline. She’d like to thank her family, friends, and 

coaches Ragan Hughes & Tina Reynolds for all their love and support. 

Caleb Swick (WALK LEADER/U.S. EEYORE) [He/
Him] Caleb is a Chicago based actor. While studying 
at North Central College, he was in productions such 
as Peter and the Starcatcher, Spring Awakening, 
Vinegar Tom, and A Midsummer Nights Dream. You 
have also seen him involved in our production of Hans 
Christian Andersen here at the Morton Arboretum. 
Caleb is represented by NV Talent. I hope you enjoy 
the show!!

Roya Zaucha (EEYORE) [She/Her] is a senior at 
Bolingbrook High school and has performed primarily 
musical theatre throughout grade school. She has 
also had the honor of being a part of theatre fest’s 
2022 Illinois All-State production of Cabaret and this 
year’s 2023 production of Shrek. You may have seen 
Roya in Lara’s production of Johnny Appleseed at 
the Arboretum last summer, and she’s thrilled to be 
working with her again for Winnie the Pooh! Enjoy! 

Lara Filip (PLAYWRIGHT/DIRECTOR/
PRODUCER) [She/Her]. Lara is thrilled to be 
celebrating her 20th year of producing events at the 
Morton Arboretum. She has performed on nearly 
every stage in the Chicago area, most recently at The 
Paramount Theatre in Aurora, as Emily Hobbs in Elf! 
The Musical. She travels Artist’s Lounge Live tribute 
shows and has Directed shows for Boho Theatre 
Company and many others. She is a proud member 
of Actor’s Equity and a graduate of the Chicago 

Academy for the Arts. Her album of original music, Stop Time, is available wherever 
you buy or stream music.



Courtney Abbott (INTIMACY DIRECTOR) [she/
they] Credits include: A Walk with Joy (Inkwell); 
Choir Boy (Steppenwolf) with Greg Geffrard; 
Hurricane Diane (Theater Wit); In Every Generation 
(VG); Wife of a Salesman (Writers); Solaris (Griffin); 
The Jigsaw Bride (First Folio); Little Shop of Horrors 
(Citadel); Cabaret (Metropolis). They are a proud 
alum of Northwestern and Ohio University. Next 
up: Enough To Let The Light In (Teatro Vista); The 
Crucible (Edge of the Woods); Tiger Style! (Writers). 

Why Hire an Intimacy Specialist
for G-rated Plays in the Woods?

by Courtney Abbott

Intimacy work takes the guesswork out of physical storytelling. With guided 
exercises to practice establishing and honoring one anothers’ boundaries, and a 
shared language to use around moments of contact, actors can experiment in 
rehearsal with confidence. 

As an audience member, we hope you experience everything happening onstage 
as a believably spontaneous act. In order to achieve that illusion, we rehearse and 
dissect and practice practice practice. For ages theatre makers have been relying 
on the talent & courage of individual actors to manifest believable and meaningful 
moments of physical intimacy, often with no effort to draw a dividing line between 
what is real and what is artifice. This approach leads to, at worst, deeply damaging 
abuses of power, and, at best, vague storytelling with unpredictable or unrepeatable 
acting moments. 

In this process, I guided the devising artists through exercises to demystify and 
destigmatize consent and boundaries. Ultimately, these actors will take any new 
discoveries they’ve made about Intimacy into their next show, and the next, 
creating a more consensual theatrical culture far & wide.



The Experience
A walking play at The Morton Arboretum is like nothing you’ve ever experienced! 

Here’s what to expect.

Each show begins on the West Side, right off Parking Lot 21, at Thornhill Shelter.

We’ve got some open sunny spots and some shady woodland spots, so bring 
sunscreen and bug spray! Some people choose to sit on blankets on the ground, 

some bring a portable chair and some like to stand. The Walk Leaders will help make 
sure everyone can see and hear everything.

Our walk through the “Hundred-Acre Wood” takes us along the beautiful, far 
edge of Thornhill Trail, past Sunfish Pond and back again, right where we started, at 

Thornhill Shelter.

On rainy or extreme heat days, and on our accessible walk days, we’ll stay close to 
the Thornhill Shelter, still with 8 lovely spots for each scene. That walk only covers 

about a quarter mile in total, with no inclines and mostly using paved sidewalks.

As always, our trusty Morton Arboretum volunteers will be on hand to help guide 
our way. We hope you enjoy the journey! For a closer look at the usual route, here 

is a map that shows you where the locations are for each scene. The shows will 
typically take about 90 minutes, including your walks to and from the first location.

Park in Lot 21
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Stay tuned for the
2023 Walking Play season!


